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Virtual Mobility Scheme 

 
 

1) The objective of the ACTIVE-VMS is to allow postgraduate students to 
study a part of a Masters in a host institution by virtual means. This will be 
a credit transfer scheme in which students are given the opportunity to 
study for credit from a pool of courses nominated by the participating 
universities, whilst remaining in their home country. It should not require an 
adjustment to any institution’s regulations, systems or fees.  

 
2) This kind of mobility may be complementary with programmes of physical 

mobility. 
 

3) Modules and/or subject to be included in the virtual mobility scheme will be 
selected by the professors of the Universities involved, and agreed by the 
Faculty or Examination Board concerned, prior to University approval. The 
nominated modules and/or subject will be especially suited to being taught 
and studied in a virtual environment, and will already contribute towards a 
Masters programme in their own institutions – they will not be versioned for 
the virtual mobility scheme students. 

 
4) The European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) will be used in order to 

make the exchange easier.  The credit volume and level for each module 
will need to be calculated and published in advance, with each institution 
giving an undertaking to accept these credits towards specified awards.  If 
ECTS points are not used by a University, this should not be a prohibiting 
factor. Rather, institutions will be encouraged to use ECTS, thereby 
building up capacity and equality within and across countries. To accept a 
module and/or subject  for credit transfer purposes using ECTS, qualitative 
information about the content, structure and assessment scheme of each 
module will need to be provided by the home institution. The method of 
calculation will be agreed at 1 ECTS point for 25-30 hours of study.  
Because ECTS ratings do not imply a level, this will be ascribed by 
ensuring that the modules and/or subject form part of a Masters 
programme in the home institution, taking into account the year of study 
that is recommended or is mandatory for students to study the module in 
the home institution, and scrutinising the module content information.   
 

5) There will be a formal agreement between any providers of exchange 
programmes, signed by the Head of each institution, or equivalent. This 
agreement will set out the articulation arrangements, will enable the learner 
to transfer seamlessly between one provider and another, and will 
guarantee the rights of the students. 
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6) Normally, a limit of 50% of the credits required to gain a Masters can be 
taken virtually with another institution or institutions, but this will be subject 
to any limitations placed on particular awards by the home institution. 
Further, none of the modules studied virtually should overlap with home 
institution modules studied by more than 50%. 

 
7) The institutions will support the exchange through the identification of 

specific representatives such as Institutional and Academic coordinators, 
and named mobility support units.  

 
8) The home institution is responsible for:  

 
a. Carrying out the selection of the students using the European CV, 

guaranteeing their level of previous knowledge and command of the 
working language and country culture of the proposed host 
institution. 

b. The evaluation of host institution modules for inclusion in their own 
awards, including structured samples of student work such as 
assignments, project reports, and final theses. 

c. Ensuring the recognition of the period of studies abroad, including 
acceptability for entry to employment, and recognition by 
professional organisations and other universities. 

d. Drawing up the Masters certificate of studies, including the 
information concerning the period of studies abroad. 

e. Publishing a list of the eligible modules and its features on its 
website. 

f. Providing staff development as required. 
 

9) The host institution is responsible for: 
 

a. Publishing a list of the eligible modules and its features on its 
website. 

b. Determining the limit to the number of students on any scheme.  
c. Ensuring that it has the capacity to support the virtual students. 
d. Setting and publishing the admittance requirements, in order to 

retain institutional autonomy as well as ensure that applicants to the 
scheme have the background knowledge to participate successfully 
in the scheme. 

e. Agreeing and publishing the registration procedures. 
f. Overseeing the collection of fees. 
g. Determining the point at which students could withdraw from the 

course should they so wish, with a full fee refund. 
h. Ensuring that the incoming students are subject to the same 

conditions as their own students in relation to: 
 

- Counselling and academic support 
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- Academic teaching and regulations 
- Academic assessment 
- Curriculum 
- Student policies and regulations such as Grievance, Discipline and 
Appeals procedures 

 
i. Assessing the student and providing his/her results to the home 

institution, including the module title, level, grade and ECTS points. 
j. Providing an exit strategy for students in order to protect them in the 

event of partnership arrangements being terminated. 
k. Appointing the counselling and tuition staff. 
l. Providing staff development as required. 
m. The development of systems to support enquiries, applications, 

offer/acceptance and enrolments. 
n. Ensuring that any professional, statutory or regulatory body that has 

approved or recognised a programme that is the subject of a 
possible or actual collaboration is informed of the collaboration. 

 
10)  Students on the virtual mobility scheme should: 
 

a. start and finish their masters with, and receive their award from, their 
home institution. 

 
b. be enrolled as students of the University, and will be subject to the 
relevant codes and benchmarks, the same entry standards, fees, 
academic regulations and discipline as students in the home country. 

 
c. study the modules and take all assessment and examinations in the 
language of the host institution.  Module content will not be translated. 

 
d. undertake the compulsory research, dissertation or research module 
of their Masters at their home institution. 

 
11) There should be an annual review of any trans-national programme, 

including a review of the administration systems, facilities, academic 
programme management and staff and student surveys, in order to monitor 
student satisfaction, benchmark best practices and improve where 
necessary. 

 
12) Student assessment methods should be under the control or quality 

assurance of the provider institution, thereby ensuring that the academic 
standard is the same as that provided in the home same country. 

 
13) Institutions taking part in the virtual mobility scheme will use the same 

transcripts of records as required for the European Diploma Supplement. 
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14) Home and host institutions should determine their own regulations relating 
to concurrent study, and should ensure that students are aware of those 
regulations. 

 
15) Any intellectual property used as a part of any virtual collaboration must 

remain with the host institution. 
 

16) Effective communication channels will need to be established between 
parties, alongside appropriate roles and responsibilities. 

 
Each proposal must advance at least one of the host University’s core functions of 
teaching, research and community service. 
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